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Mrs. Randolph, when attending Mr. Willard's
preaching at the South Church, was observed "to
make a curtsey" at the name of Jesus "even in
prayer time"; and the colony was threatened with
"gynecandrical or that which is commonly called
Mixt or Promiscuous Dancing," and with marriage
according to the form of the Established Church.
The old order was changing, but not without pro-
ducing friction and bitterness of spirit. The or-
thodox brethren stigmatized Ratcliffe as "Baal's
priest," and the ministers from their pulpits de-
nounced the Anglican prayers as "leeks, garlick,
and trash." The upholders of the covenant were
convinced that already "the Wild Beasts of the
Field" were assailing the colony.

Randolph journeyed on horseback twice to
Rhode Island, and once to Connecticut, serving
his writs upon those colonies. Rhode Island
agreed willingly enough to surrender her charter
without a suit, but the authorities of Connec-
ticut, knowing that the time for the return of
the writ had expired, gave no answer, debating
among themselves whether it would not be better,
if they had to give in, to join New York rather
than Massachusetts. Randolph attributed their
hesitation to their dislike of Dudley, for whom he